The Babacomari river is a major tributary of the San Pedro River in Santa
Cruz and Cochise Counties, Arizona. Most of the watershed for this river
lies west of the highway bridge on State Route 90 at Huachuca City. This
140,000 acre catchment includes rolling grasslands on the Sonoita plain,
oak woodlands in the Canelo Hills and the pine-oak forests of the
Huachuca Mountains. The Babacomari river runs for 22 miles from its
headwaters near Sonoita at 5000 feet elevation, eastward to join the San
Pedro at Fairbanks at an elevation of 3850 feet. The Arizona Dept. of
Water Resources funded this 5 year study with a grant (09-164WPF) in
2009. Monitoring transects were installed in 2009 and 2010 and will be
re-read each year through 2013.
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The GOAL of this project is to help preserve the Babacomari River System of SE Arizona

Objectives:

=Construct 2 miles of riparian boundary fence to restrict access by livestock from the Babacomari River .

=Install six riparian vegetation and geomorphic monitoring transects to gather data for five years on the response of the
river and tributary riparian system to climatic influences, natural disturbances and management activities

=Install six vegetation and geomorphic transects on riparian grasslands (sacaton) tributary to the Babacomari and
monitor for five years to evaluate their impact upon the river and riparian system and water resources

=Analyze and summarize data annually and present that information to the participating ranch properties and the
public to be used for management decj; 3 R
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